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December 26, Monday. Received a letter from Osbora
denying that he furnished information concerning opera-
tions against Fort Fisher. At the same time Mr. Faxon
tells me that Hart, a correspondent of the Rochester Demo-
crat, says that paper was informed a fortnight previous.

Mr. Fox presses for further and more earnest application
to Stanton for the punishment of 0. Says Stanton thinks
and asserts that I am not very anxious on the subject. In
other words he desires me to importune him to harsh and
general measures against 0. and others. As O. is doubt-
less already arrested/1 wrote Stanton transmitting his de-
nial, also the letter of the Philadelphia Press, stating besides
the assertion of Hart, and recommended a speedy trial.

Three hundred guns were fired by order of the Secretary
of War on Vermont Avenue on account of the capture of
Savannah. I felt as joyful as any one, perhaps, over Sher-
man's success, but I should have dispensed with over two
hundred and sixty of those guns, had I made the order.

We have nothing definite or satisfactory from the Wil-
mington expedition. The weather has not been favorable,
and there has been almost too imposing a force to furnish
us as good success as we have sometimes had.

I have no faith in General Butler's scheme of knocking
down Fort Fisher by blowing up a vessel filled with powder.
Herein I differ with military men. The ordnance officers
of the Navy and army advised the scheme, and are, as is
also Fox, quite confident of its success. (Butler's influence.)
I hope it may be so, and that the powder vessel may get
near Fort Fisher, and be left by the crew before the explo-
sion. Could we get Wilmington now along with Savannah,
the Rebellion would run low.

December 27, Tuesday. Mr. Seward sends me a letter
from the British Charge", stating her Majesty's desire to
confer the Order of the Bath on Lieutenant Pearson 1 and

1 Lieut, Frederick Pearson, who commanded the United States ship in
the fight of Sept. 5-8,1864, with the Japanese.
2